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	Formulary and Medicine Management Update


	Advanced notification of Medication/issues reviewed

	PGD for the Administration of Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Conjugate Vaccine
	A new Patient Group Direction (PGD) has been issued by Public Health England. 
This PGD is for the administration of pneumococcal polysaccharide conjugate vaccine (13-valent, adsorbed) (PCV13), e.g. Prevenar® 13 suspension for injection in a pre-filled syringe.
This PGD is designed to facilitate the delivery of publicly funded immunisation in line with national recommendations.
PGD for your use from February 1st 2019.
Click here to access PGD


	Insulin to be Prescribed by Brand Name
	There is guidance for healthcare professionals to ensure safe and appropriate prescribing or administration of insulin products. [1-3]
Over the last few years, a variety of insulin preparations have become available—including high-strength U200, U300, U500 (i.e. more concentrated than 100 units per ml) insulins, biosimilar formulations, products with different licensing, modified onset of action or combination products with non-insulin drugs.  There is therefore a potential patient safety risk from either the wrong product being prescribed or dispensed or an incorrect dose being administered due to lack of information or familiarity.  
In June 2018, the Regional Medicines Optimisation Committee (RMOC) issued a position statement on Insulin preparations- Safety factors for local formulary decision [4]. Within this guidance RMOC emphasises that all clinicians must prescribe insulin by brand name [4]. Prescriptions should include the brand name, the strength of insulin and the device. 
Reference 
1. Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency High strength, fixed combination and biosimilar insulin products: minimising the risk of medication error  29 April 2015 (https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/high-strength-fixed-combination-and-biosimilar-insulin-products-minimising-the-risk-of-medication-error)
1. NICE Safer insulin prescribing Key therapeutic topic [KTT20] January 2017 (updated February 2018) (https://www.nice.org.uk/advice/ktt20)
1. NHS Improvement Patient Safety Alert.  Risk of severe harm and death due to withdrawing insulin from pen devices.  Alert reference number: NHS/PSA/W/2016/011.  November 2016 (https://improvement.nhs.uk/news-alerts/risk-severe-harm-and-death-withdrawing-insulin-pen-devices/
1. Regional Medicines Optimisation Committee (RMOC) (June 2018) Insulin preparations-Safety factors for local formulary decision-making, Available at: https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/insulin-preparations-rmoc-recommendations-of-safety-considerations-for-formulary-decision-making/ (Accessed: 8th January 2019)



	New NICE guidance on COPD
	In December 2018, NICE published two guidelines on chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Guideline NG115 is an update to the previous 2010 NICE guidance on the diagnosis and management of COPD. The second is a new guideline (NG114) on antimicrobial prescribing for acute COPD exacerbations. Links to both guidelines below:

· NICE guideline [NG115]. Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease in over 16s: diagnosis and management. Dec-18.  A 1-page visual summary is also available, covering non-pharmacological management and inhaled therapies.
· NICE guideline [NG114]. Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (acute exacerbation): antimicrobial prescribing. Dec-18. A 2-page visual summary of NG114 is also available. 


	Paracetamol Guidance
	Selection of documents available to aid healthcare professionals across a variety of issues surrounding Paracetamol prescribing and administration within the care home environment can be accessed via the Telford CCG website. 
Link: https://www.telfordccg.nhs.uk/your-health/medicines-management/care-homes/guidelines 


	Sodium Valproate Template (are you acting in compliance with the pregnancy prevention measures)
	A reminder to practices that the pregnancy prevention requirements need to be adhered to for all women of childbearing potential taking Valproate medication.

All healthcare professionals must continue to identify and review all female patients on valproate, including when it is used outside the licensed indications (off-label use) and provide them with the patient information materials every time they attend their appointments or receive their medicines (including the Patient Information Leaflet at dispensing).

For further information click here

A template has been added to Emis so that during consultation all questions can be electronically filled in and recorded on the patient’s record. This template can be accessed by typing in ‘Sodium Valproate’. 


	EU Exit Operational Guidance from the Department of Health and Social Care
	The Health Secretary Matt Hancock has issued the following to all community pharmacies and GP practices: 
1. 1. Community pharmacies (along with other healthcare providers) should not stockpile additional medicines beyond their business as usual stock levels;
1. 2. There is no need for clinicians to write longer NHS prescriptions;
1. 3. Local stockpiling is unnecessary and could cause shortages in other areas, which would put patient care at risk;
1. 4. Any incidences involving the over-ordering of medicines would be investigated and followed up with the relevant Chief or Responsible Pharmacist directly; and
1. 5. If asked, patients should be advised not to store additional medicines at home because the Government is working with industry to ensure a continued supply of medicines.






	Formulary News – website - http://www.shropshireccg.nhs.uk/medicines-management

	Supply Issues -  Clexane 40mg injection
	NHS England and DHSC have been contacted by Sanofi to report a quality issue with their most recent batch of Clexane 40mg injection. It is anticipated that all wholesalers will be out of stock of Clexane 40mg injection by the end of the week with an anticipated resupply date of week commencing 18 February 2019. This date may be brought forward to end of January/early February if the current batch passes further QA testing. 
Alternatives available 
CMU have been in contact with the suppliers of Enoxaparin biosimilar agents and the following information is available:
· Inhixa (Techdow)
Techdow have confirmed that they have sufficient Inhixa 40mg injection to cover 100% of Clexane 40mg injection forecasted demand. If you wish to switch Clexane 40mg use to Inhixa please contact Jo Phillips jo.phillips@uk.techdow.com 07540 979066 with your average weekly ordering volumes (in singles)and they will confirm if they can support your trust with this request. Please obtain this authorisation BEFORE placing orders at the wholesalers. 
· Arovi (Rovi Biotech)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rovi Biotech have confirmed that they have sufficient Rovi 40mg injection to cover 17% of Clexane 40mg injection demand. If you wish to switch Clexane 40mg use to Arovi please contact Blanca Esteban besteban@rovi.com Mob: 07557 673805 with your average weekly ordering volumes (in singles) and she will confirm if they can support your trust with this request. Please obtain this authorisation BEFORE placing orders at the wholesalers. 
· Clexane (Sanofi)
Over the past 2 weeks Sanofi have imported Clexane 40mg stock from Italy to help cover an anticipated shortfall in stock. This product is imported under a batch specific variation to the UK and is therefore classed as licensed in the UK. Sanofi are working with the MHRA and this product should be available to order from the 23rd January 2019. 
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